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Light fantastic
A Window Wanderland is an after-dark walking trail in which neighbours 

turn their windows into illuminated displays – and it’s bringing communities 
together across the country. Jane Yettram met its founder, Lucy Reeves Khan

A stunning  
underwater display

When Margaret, 76, 
lost her husband, 
it was a Window 
Wanderland that 
helped get her 

through the winter. She knitted flowers 
in his memory and, on the night of the 
event, arranged them in her window, 
lighting up her heartfelt tribute for all to 
see. Then she went out to admire other 

people’s displays, strengthening her ties 
with her neighbours.

Margaret’s window is one of the all-
time favourites of Window Wanderland 
founder Lucy Reeves Khan, 53, because 
it truly expresses what was behind her 
inspirational project.

The seed of the idea was sown when 
Lucy was a new mum in a new city. 
Unable to walk and in chronic pain due 

to a series of accidents, she struggled to 
meet people and felt isolated. Several 
years later, as part of her rehabilitation, 
Lucy started taking short walks around 
the block. ‘I didn’t want anyone to see 
how I walked, so I went at night. And 
I found that, when people’s curtains 
were open and their lights on, getting 
a glimpse of others’ lives took me away 
from my pain.’ Imagine, Lucy thought, 
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how uplifting a whole trail of lit 
windows full of displays would be. 

‘The idea kept brewing. Then, when 
my daughter was starting secondary 
school, I knew the time was right.’

People she spoke to were dubious, 
saying they weren’t artistic or wouldn’t 
want to open their curtains to the 
world. So Lucy did some demo 
displays in her windows, and  
people finally understood. 

WINDOWS OF OPPORTUNITY
That was in September 2014, and the 
very first Window Wanderland – in 
Lucy’s neighbourhood of North Bristol 
– took place in February 2015. ‘Over 
300 windows were lit up, and hundreds 
of people were out and about, looking  
at the windows and meeting their 
neighbours,’ she says. ‘They loved it!’

For Lucy, it’s Window Wanderland’s 
ability to bring communities together 
that matters. ‘Everyone can do it. And 
even if you don’t do your own window, 
simply going out to see other people’s  
will cheer you up and bring you into 
contact with neighbours. It’s about 
making contact, forging connections  
and breaking down barriers.’ 

Since that first Window Wanderland, 
there have been more than 80 events 
around the UK – plus others overseas – 
with more coming up in February  
and March. And people have lit up 

everything: gardens and offices, cars and 
campervans, shops and schools, cities 
and villages. It can be done anywhere.

To support these events, Lucy 
developed a website with galleries of 
ideas, plus practical toolkits that cover 
every aspect of planning so that people 
can run their own Window Wanderland. 
‘The toolkits were free at first but, sadly, 
I’ve had to start charging, simply to pay 
for admin help and maintaining the 
website, as I was overwhelmed.’

EXPRESS YOURSELF
‘Window Wanderlands are lovely events, 
because they’re so egalitarian and 
democratic,’ Lucy continues. ‘Although 
organisers get deeply involved with  
their community, it’s still all about the 

individual windows.’ Those windows  
can be about whatever you want and in 
whatever format you chose – silhouettes, 
three-dimensional scenes, live bands,  
or even a simple string of fairy lights. 

Some focus on important issues.  
One house in a Glasgow event  
displayed cut-outs of insects, removing 
them one by one over the evening  
until a single bee was left – a moving 
illustration of biodiversity loss.

Many are simply great fun, with 
subjects as diverse as underwater  
worlds and African savannahs,  
Winnie the Pooh and disco divas. 

Every year, Lucy does her own  
window display – although it’s always  
a bit last-minute. ‘There’s so much to do 
with Window Wanderland that I never 
get time to think about it in advance!  
My local one is on 29 February this  
year and I’ve no idea what I’ll do yet.’

Keeping it simple is often most 
effective. ‘Each person might not spend  
a long time looking at, so it has to be 
quite graphic. For my first window,  
I tried to say and do too much – I 
made a film, made a cake, did all these 
things… But people would never have 
stayed outside my house for long enough 
to understand everything I was saying.’

That’s why Lucy loved the simplicity of 
a precious collection of Hawaiian shirts Sa
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Window 
Wanderlands are 

lovely events, because 
they’re so egalitarian 
and democratic

A window to celebrate 
International Women’s Day

A bay window  
full of the joys  
of spring

Lucy spreads the word about 
Window Wanderlands

The displays  
make for a lovely 
evening out
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